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These Observer Status Regulations are adopted under the authority of the DCO Council and are
intended to be complementary to the Foundation Charter of the Digital Cooperation
Organization; and they shall be construed accordingly. In the event of a conflict between
anything in these Observer Status Regulations and any provision or requirement of the
Foundation Charter, the Foundation Charter shall prevail.
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SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS

Charter: The Foundation Charter for the Digital Cooperation Organization

Commitment: Financial and/or in-kind contribution formally reserved by an Observer for
identified expenditure to meet a legal obligation.

Council: The Council of the Organization

Fiscal year: The period starts on 1% of January and ends on 31% of
December

General Secretariat: The General Secretariat of the Organization
Observers: Observers of the Organization

Organization: The Digital Cooperation Organization

Secretary General: The Secretary General of the Organization

SECTION 2: OBSERVER STATUS

Article 2.1: Observer Categories

1. Observers shall be governmental and international institutions, organizations, and
bodies relevant to the objectives of the Organization — including civil society institutions
and the private sector.

2. Observers shall be categorized into five statuses based on their level of commitment:

a) Champion: High-impact contributors providing annual financial contributions of
USD 500,000+.

b) Impact: Contributors providing annual in-kind or cash contributions of USD
100,000+.

c) Mission: Initiative-specific contributors providing annual in-kind or cash
contributions of USD 50,000+.

d) Core: General contributors providing annual in-kind or cash contributions of USD
2,000.

e) Ambition: Startups exempt from any commitment but aligned with DCO’s mission.

3. Each status carries distinct privileges, as outlined in Annex 1.

4. Candidates for admission to the Organization could apply for the observership or be invited
by the General Secretariat following the procedure specified in Article 2.2.

Page 3|11



DCO Observer Status Regulations Page |

Article 2.2: Observer’s application

1. Application Process:
a) Candidates must submit a formal request (email, online application, etc.) to the
General Secretariat to express interest in joining the Organization as Observer.
b) The General Secretariat will assign a representative to assess eligibility and assist
in preparing the application.
c) Candidates shall submit letter of intent to the General Secretariat specifying the
desired category and type of contribution.

2. Evaluation of Contributions: The General Secretariat will evaluate in-kind
contributions based on “fair market value”, including scope, tools, and expected
outcomes. Documentation must be provided by the applicant.

3. Approval Process:
a) Recommendation for Champion status is made by the Executive Committee and to
be approved by the Council.
b) Recommendation for Ambition, Core, Mission, and Impact categories is made by
the Secretary-General and to be approved by the Council.

4. Observer status shall take effect upon official notification by the General Secretariat.

Article 2.3: Observer Status and Contribution Adjustments
1. Observer Category Modification

a) The General Secretariat may initiate or respond to a request to upgrade or downgrade an
Observer’s category and/or contribution level based on its level of engagement, strategic
alignment, and value to the DCO.

b) Any proposed adjustment for Champion category shall be endorsed by the Executive
Committee.

¢) Any proposed adjustment for Ambition, Core, Mission, and Impact categories shall be
endorsed by the Secretary-General.

d) The Observers must fulfill their financial and in-kind commitments until the end of the
fiscal year which the category modification was endorsed.

e) Observer category modification shall take effect upon official notification by the General
Secretariat.

2. Observer Contributions Modification
The Secretary-General authorize the reallocation of an Observer’s contribution, define the
period and conditions for such reallocation, and report the modification to the Council
through the annual report.
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Article 2.4: Suspension of the Observer Status & Withdrawal from the Organization

1. Suspension of Observer Status

a) The General Secretariat may suspend any Observer that has not demonstrated active
engagement and/or did not fulfill the contribution commitment for two consecutive years.
Suspension is subject to the following:

- For the Champion category, suspension requires the endorsement of the Executive
Committee.

- For Core, Mission, Impact, and Ambitious categories, suspension requires the
endorsement of the Secretary-General.

b) Observer suspension shall take effect upon official notification by the General Secretariat.
2. Withdrawal from the Organization
1. Any Observer may withdraw from the Organization at any time.
2. Should any Observer wish to withdraw from the Organization, it shall:
(@) Submit a written letter addressed to the Secretary General. Such notice shall take
effect 3 months after the date of confirmation of the receipt by the General

Secretariat.

(b) Fulfill its financial obligations and commitments until the end of the fiscal year
during which the withdrawal request was submitted.

(c) Fulfill its organizational obligations, manpower contributions, and commitments
(e.g., Initiative, event, or special project participation or leadership) to the end of the
fiscal year during which the withdrawal request was submitted.
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SECTION 3: FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 3.1: Entry into Force

1. These Observer Status Regulations shall enter into force within 30 days of their approval by
the Council.

2. The original copy of the Observer Status Regulations shall be deposited with the General
Secretariat, and each member of the Organization shall receive a copy of these Observer
Status Regulations.

3. There shall exist only an English text of the Observer Status Regulations.

Article 3.2: Amendments to the Observer Status Regulations

1. The Council may decide by a majority to amend the Observer Status Regulations.

2. Any Member State may propose any amendment to the Observer Status Regulations. Any
such proposal shall, to ensure its timely transmission to, and consideration by, all the
Members, reach the Secretary General not later than 6 months prior to the opening date fixed

for the Council Meeting.

3. The draft texts of proposed amendments shall be communicated by the Secretary General to
the Members at least 90 days in advance of their consideration by the Council.

4. Any amendments to the Observer Status Regulations adopted by the Council shall, as a whole
and in the form of one single amending instrument, enter into force within 30 days of their
approval by the Council.

Article 3.3: Interpretation of the Observer Status Regulations

Any dispute arising regarding the interpretation of the Observer Status Regulations shall be
settled by the Dispute Settlement Committee.
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ANNEXES

Annex 1: Contribution Framework

1. Overview of Observer Categories:

Category

Minimum
Contribution
(USD)

Type of

Contribution

Eligibility

Privileges

500,000+ Demonstrated alignment Full access to all offerings, high
i .(50 % Financial with ﬂags%np 1n1t1§tlves VISIb%hty, sp.ea.km‘g ro‘les, and
discount and capacity for high- priority participation in DCO
Applicable) impact contributions. initiatives.
. . Focus on SDG-aligned Strong partlclpatlcl)n. “.ll.th SDG
Financial or A . focus, moderate visibility, and
Impact 100,000+ L initiatives with measurable
in-kind access to curated engagement
outcomes. ..
opportunities.
o . Initiative-specific participation,
. . Initiative-specific support . . .
. . Financial or . i limited branding, and basic
Mission 50,000+ L with emphasis on
in-kind . . access to DCO knowledge
local/regional impact.
platforms.
Financial (or Sl?:l:;:ll. S:f:n(irttfgészcﬂ % General access to newsletters
2,000 (or exempt for ’ p PPY " and updates, limited observer
Core .. for NGOs, IOs, .. .
exempt) eligible . privileges, and branding on the
sectors) foundations, and website onl
Academia. Y-
. Solely for startups, General access to newsletters
No financial : . . o
.. - fostering their inclusion and updates, limited observer
Ambition Exempt or in-kind o .. .
required and growth within the privileges, and branding on the

* New entities admitted under the Champion category may, on a one-time basis, request a 50% reduction in the annual financial contribution for a
maximum of two (2) consecutive fiscal years. Such a request shall be assessed by the General Secretariat, endorsed by the Executive Committee,

and submitted for approval by the Council.

DCO network.

2. Contributions are evaluated based on:
a) Financial contributions per category.

website only.

b) Fair market value of in-kind contributions.

c) Documentation requirements, including appraisals and industry benchmarks.

3. Key Requirements for Observers Providing In-Kind Contributions
a) Contribution Proposal:

= Submit a detailed proposal outlining the type, scope, and purpose of the contribution.

» Include a justification of how the contribution aligns with DCQO’s strategic goals.
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b) Valuation Documentation:

= Provide supporting documents to verify the market value of the in-kind contribution, such

as:

Market price comparisons.
Third-party appraisals (if applicable).
Receipts or invoices for similar goods or services.

Industry-standard benchmarks for services or professional rates.

¢) Implementation Plan:

= Describe how the contribution will be delivered, utilized, or implemented (e.g., timelines,

deployment logistics).

= Identify any additional resources or coordination required from DCO or other stakeholders.

d) Impact Metrics:

= Define measurable outcomes or KPIs related to the contribution (e.g., number of

beneficiaries, increased capacity, or efficiency gains).

» Indicate how these outcomes will be reported and assessed.

e) Audit and Reporting:

= Allow for the auditing of contributions to verify the value and utilization of the identified

contributions.

= Commit to providing periodic updates or final reports on the impact of the contribution.
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Annex 2: Observers’ Privileges

Observers shall benefit from services and accesses among the following categories according to the

status they are granted:

1. Relationships: Engagement with the DCO General Secretariat and DCO Member States.

2. Market Access: Opportunities to drive direct foreign investment towards Member States through
facilitation and cooperation.

3. Data Access: Access and utilization of the data produced through DCO with specific guidelines on
data ethics and protocols.

4. Activities and Events: Participating in or accessing multiple events linked to the DCO.

5. Knowledge Share: Capacity building, knowledge sharing, and support for initiatives related to
DCO engagement for Member States.

6. Digital Marketing: Branding of publications and digital media assets (only for top categories).

Core Offerings by Category

The benefits for Observers are structured across four impact areas:
1. Areal: Educate & Generate Expertise (Facilitate Knowledge Sharing)
=  Objective: Empower DCO Observers with curated intelligence, analysis, tools, and insights to
drive change and progress in the digital economy.
2. Area 2: Connect & Mobilize Decision-Makers (Enhancing Inclusivity & Facilitating Global
Standards and Policies)
= Objective: Engage Observers with key ecosystem builders in the digital sector to drive thought
leadership and inform digital policies.
3. Area 3: Build & Invest Impactfully (Fostering Cross-Border Inclusion and Growth)
= Objective: Leverage Observer contributions to bridge gaps in human, intellectual, and
financial capital in the digital economy ecosystem.
4. Area 4: Increase Outreach & Elevate Success Stories (Facilitating Diplomatic Dialogue)
= Objective: Enable Observers to disseminate knowledge, share success stories, and elevate
their impact through joint promotion with the DCO.

Consolidated Table of Privileges by Observer Category

Below is a consolidated table of privileges for each observer category (Champion, Impact, Mission, Core
& Ambition) with clear indicators of eligibility for each offering:

Area 1: Educate & Generate Expertise

Bilateral touchpoints with

DCO experts v v v i i
Access to the "DCO Premium Full Full Basic Basic
Repository
Perfodlc DCO Research and Y v v Limited Limited
Policy trackers
ki les in “D . . . .

Spea ’1’n groles n co Included Included Included Discretionary | Discretionary
Space” webinars
A to “Digital E

ccess to “Digital Economy v v v v v

Navigator” tool
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Area 2: Connect & Mobilize Decision-Makers

Invitation to DCO General
Assembly and access to the
Member States governments

5 Delegates 2 Delegates

Invitations to flagship DCO

events Speaking role

Speaking role
Participation and
contribution to DCO’s think
tank and working groups
with the “Space
Accelerators”

Full Partial

Access to “DCO Observers
Committee”

Co-chair by

. Participates
rotation

Area 3: Build & Invest Impactfully

Support & Participation
within STRIDE
Entrepreneurship
Association

Access to SME Market
Expansion Primers

v v

Participation in Digital FDI

R Priority Standard
Initiative

Area 4: Increase Outreach & Elevate Success Stories

Features on DCO’s social

media channels > Posts 3 Posts
Recogm.tlon at DCO Digital Premium Priority
Prosperity Awards
Opportun.1 ties for media Premium Standard
partnerships
B ing i .

ran@mg in DCO Premium Standard
publications and reports
Access to DCO’s EconomiX Full Partial

magazine

2 Delegate

Speaking role

Partial

Participates

v

Standard

Discretionary

Discretionary

Standard

Standard

Partial

1 Delegate

Attendance

Discretionary

Observer-level
Briefings

Website-only

Page |

1 Delegate

Attendance

Discretionary

Observer-level
Briefings

Website-only
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Eligibility Criteria for Observer Status
The DCO engages a diverse range of organizations through its observer status, fostering strategic
partnerships with stakeholders aligned with its mission and priorities. Observer status enables entities to
contribute to DCO initiatives and gain access to its vast network and resources.
Eligible Entities
1. Private Sector

= Corporates, including multinational companies, large domestic firms, SMEs, and social enterprises.

= Institutional investors, such as pension funds, insurance companies, and sovereign wealth funds.
= Private philanthropies and business associations operating internationally or domestically.

2. Multilateral Organizations

= Independent organizations formed by three or more countries to address global priorities, including
multilateral development banks.

3. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

= Not-for-profit organizations addressing public good issues, including charities, foundations, and
cooperatives.

4. Foundations

= Legally independent, not-for-profit entities provide funding or directly engaging in charitable
activities.

5. Think Tanks

= Independent research and policy analysis organizations focused on social policy, technology, or
public advocacy.

6. Academia

= Universities, research centers, or academic institutions engaged in education, research, and
scholarship.

7. Startups (Ambition Category)

= Early-stage companies with innovative solutions in the digital economy, exempt from financial or
in-kind commitments.
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